DAUGHTERS OF NIPPON                         67

whose fine service in the great earthquake of 1923 did more for f emi
msm than everything else put together * Women of Tokyo of all
shades were united in a common cause, and they realized that they
were handicapped at all turns on account of their lack of political
rights In the next year the Women s Suffrage League was formed
and now, by means of lectures, the distribution of pamphlets, and
the wide circulation of large number of women s magazines, the aims
and objects of those working for feminine rights are made known
to an ever increasing number of women throughout the country

Women s Disabilities

How an ardently progressive Japanese woman views the present
status of her fellow countrywomen may be gathered from this state
ment by Mrs Kikue Ide in The Japan Advertiser of February n,

It is not sufficient to say that woman, s status is far inferior to that of
nen Women are entitled merely to the right of petition and of attend
ing political meetings women have neither the right of joining political
parties nor participating in the work of legislature women are still unable
to secure even the right of citizenship which would make it possible for
them to be in direct contact with municipal and community government
It is worthy of note however that within recent years especially since
the promulgation of the so called General Election Law of 19*5 the women
of Japan have been working even more zealously than before to establish
their position in politics with an even deeper conviction that without the
vote the position of women can never be insured in any way
Concerning woman s position in the government   it should further be
noted that woman may now belong to and take office in any self governing
public body which makes its own constitution  such as agricultural associa
tions  tax assessing committees  committees on water rights  and the like
Again women may enter direct governmental service under the Depart
ment for Education but here as elsewhere women may be appointed to
minor offices only and are treated as hired employees without rank or title
According to the ordinance for appointing civil officers two women thus far
have indeed been accorded the rank of the lowest order of high officials*
and 1*4 others have been awarded the same title without the rank The
principle of equal opportunity is not yet established women are not yet
eligible to fill professorships in government or other public universities and